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FORMER BOARD MEMBER INSTALLED AS 
PRESIDENT OF NCARB 

B
 

irmingham architect and former Registration 
Board member Joseph P. Giattina, Jr., FAIA, 

assumed the leadership as President of the 
National Council of Architectural Registration 
Boards (NCARB) at the organization's Annual 
Meeting and Conference held in June in 
Charleston, South Carolina.  Giattina succeeds 
Susan May Allen of Morgantown, Indiana. 
 
Giattina, a 1962 graduate of the University of 
Notre Dame, served on the Alabama Board for 
Registration of Architects from 1989 through 
1998.  During his two-year tenure as chair, the 
Board implemented continuing education—a 
program that would later serve as the basis of a 
national model adopted by NCARB.  Giattina 
represented Alabama as the Board's Director to 
the Southern Conference of NCARB, and chaired a 
regional committee to re-write the conference 
bylaws.  He served as a grader for the graphic 
divisions of the A.R.E. and chaired a local Exam 
Review Committee that facilitated reviews of failed 
graphic design divisions for Alabama exam 
candidates.  Joe has served as an adjunct 
professor for Auburn University since 1990, 
teaching professional practice in the Urban Studio 
in Birmingham. 
 
Joe's firm, Giattina Fisher Aycock Architects, 
received the IDP Firm of the Year Award in 1997 
from the American Institute of Architects in 
recognition of the firm's commitment to mentoring 
interns. 
 
It is with great pride and admiration that we look 
forward to Joe's tenure as NCARB President. 



 

 
The following individuals recently 
passed the Architects Registration 
Exam: 
 
Walter L. (Lee) Bryant, Columbiana 
Michael S. Engel, Birmingham 
Katherine C. Lynn, Montgomery 
Teresa Rivadeneira, Birmingham 
 
 
SUMMIT ON ARCHITECTURAL 
INTERNSHIP  
 
In Shaker Village, Kentucky, on 
April 10-12, 1999, 63 people 
representing five U.S. collateral 
architectural organizations, young 
architects, interns and architectural 
professionals from Canada and 
Mexico met to discuss the current 
state of the transition from 
architecture education to practice. 
 
The summit was conceived as an 
opportunity to "pull the engine" and 
thoughtfully examine the current 
internship experience with an eye 
toward critically assessing, 
enhancing, and, if appropriate, re-
conceiving aspects of the existing 
process, including how to define 
"intern." 
 
The summit was organized as an 
outgrowth of the 1996 Carnegie 
Foundation report Building 
Community: A New Future for 
Architecture Education and Practice. 
 
Want to know more?  Visit NCARB's 
web site at www.ncarb.org and click 
on the link titled "1999 Summit on 
Architectural Internship."◆  
 

 
 
 
ARCHITECT REGISTRATION 
EXAMINATION STATISTICS 
 
Alabama exam candidates continue 
to score above the national average 
on most divisions of the Architect 
Registration Examination (A.R.E.).   
Listed below are comparative pass 
rates for each division of the A.R.E. 
for the first quarter of 1999: 
 
BUILDING PLANNING 
 Alabama 86% 
 National 70% 
 
BUILDING TECHNOLOGY 
 Alabama 83% 
 National 76% 
 
CONSTRUCTION DOCUMENTS 
 Alabama 100% 
 National  83% 
 
GENERAL STRUCTURES 
 Alabama 75% 
 National 74% 
 
LATERAL FORCES 
 Alabama 71% 
 National 85% 
 
MATERIALS AND METHODS 
 Alabama 100% 
 National  88% 
 
MECHANICAL AND ELECTRICAL 
 Alabama 100% 
 National  86% 
 
PRE-DESIGN 
 Alabama  71% 
 National  67% 
 
SITE PLANNING 
 Alabama 75% 
 National 72% 
 
 



DISCIPLINARY ACTIONS 

 

 
TERRY GREEN, (non-registrant), 
Huntsville, Alabama, signed a 
settlement agreement and order on 
June 6, 1999, in which he agreed 
not to practice architecture and paid 
an administrative assessment of 
$2,500. 
  

TIME TO RENEW YOUR ALABAMA 
REGISTRATION  

 

 
It's that time again!  Registration 
renewal notices will be mailed to the 
last known address of each Alabama 
registered architect on or about 
August 15.  If you have not received 
a renewal notice by September 1, 
please call the Board office.  We are 
not responsible for items lost in the 
mail.  Don't delay following up if you 
fail to receive a renewal notice! 

 
 
REGISTRATION ACT REVISIONS  
 

 

Several "housekeeping" changes 
governing the practice of 
architecture became effective on 
April 28, 1999, when Act 99-159 
became law. 
 
Section 34-2-33 was amended to 
establish a uniform application and 
renewal fee, regardless of residency, 
to authorize the board to contract 
with an independent testing agency 
to administer the A.R.E., to allow 
direct payment of exam fees to the 
testing agency, and to clarify when 
registrations lapse. 

 
The Department of Public Health 
Facilities Management Division, 
Office of Technical Services, has 
information on the Department's 
web site relating to plan submittal 
and review procedures as well as 
State Board of Health rules for each 
type of licensed health care facility.  
Check it out at: www.alapubhealth. 
org/admin/services/admintoc. 

 
Section 34-2-36 was amended to 
classify a criminal violation of The 
Registration Act as a Class A mis-
demeanor. 
 
The "Red Handbook" contains recent 
changes to The Registration Act and 
Rules and Regulations of the Board. 

htm then select "Office of Facilities 
Management" (near the end of the 
list).  
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CHANGE IN RENEWAL FEES 
 
For many years, the annual renewal 
fees for Alabama registrants have 
been set at $75 for residents and 
$100 for non-residents.  These fees 
have not changed since 1987. 
 
As a result of a recent review of the 
Board's operations by the Legislative 
Sunset Committee and passage of 
Act 99-159, the Board voted to set a 
uniform fee for renewals.  Effective 
with the upcoming renewal cycle, 
ALL registration renewal fees will be 
$100. 
 
Watch for this change on your FY 
1999-2000 renewal notice. 
 
 
 

 
PARTING THOUGHTS 
 
“If it weren't for the last minute, a 
lot of things wouldn't get done.” 

--Michael S. Traylor 
 

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~* 
 
“The reputation of a thousand years 
may be determined by the conduct 
of one hour.” 

--Japanese Proverb 
 

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~* 
 
“A man's greatest strength develops 
at the point where he overcomes his 
greatest weakness." 

--Elmer G. Letterman 
 

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~* 
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